
Trinity 11 

My dear Friends,  

Two years ago we made a long anticipated family pilgrimage to Rome. I had been there before many years 
ago as a student but for the rest of the family it was their first visit. Our first whole day there was a Sunday 
and we went with thousands of others through the ancient streets to the Basilica of St Peter. We were 
unable to enter the Church but followed the service outside on screens relaying the mass to the assembled 
congregation. Later in the day we did get inside at the time of Vespers. Although we have visited many 
Cathedrals and Abbeys, there is nothing that can compare in my experience with the sheer vast scale and 
magnificence of the building which houses the tomb of Simon Peter, the foremost of the apostles. It is a far 
cry from the simple, hard working life of those first men and women that Jesus met and called on the 
shores of the sea of Galilee.  

According to the tradition of the early Church, Peter was in Rome at the time of the persecutions of the 
Emperor Nero. It is said that when fleeing from possible torture Peter had an encounter with Jesus on the 
road. He asked "Lord, where are you going?" Jesus answered "I am coming back to be crucified again". 
Peter turned back to the city to face his martyrdom.  

In our Gospel reading for this week Jesus is discussing with his disciples who people might think he is. They 
speculate about whether he might be one of the great prophets of old in the guise of Elijah or Jeremiah. It 
is Peter who courageously states, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  It is perhaps difficult for 
us to realise what an extraordinary acknowledgment this is. The people of Israel had waited so long for the 
coming of the Messiah into the world and here he was with these ordinary folk in the midst of their 
mundane existence.  At this juncture Jesus gives Simon his new name Peter, telling him that he will be the 
rock upon which the church will be built. ('Petra' being the Greek for rock). He also tells Simon Peter he has 
the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven. This gave rise to the idea that St Peter would be at the ‘pearly gates’ 
and often we see his image in stained glass or statues holding great golden keys. Perhaps this explains 
partly the devotion of the first generations of Christians to Peter and the place he has in the history of the 
Faith. 

In our own time we may feel very distant from the experience of the disciples and the challenges of the 
church as it struggled against the powerful pagan authorities and the oppression of those who opposed 
Christ's teachings. However we too are called by God to face the difficulties of this age. There are sadly 
Christians in some parts of the world today who suffer persecution and martyrdom. We might have to 
contend with apathy and indifference, or insult and ridicule which can hurt in different ways to physical 
injury. As we begin to worship together again in slow and cautious ways we need to rediscover our own 
strength and determination, maybe inspired by people like St Peter. We have had Christ revealed to us as 
Son of God over two thousand years, let us with confidence turn again to the calling we all share as those 
who have been given the blessing of his message of love and salvation.  

Best wishes and prayers  
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath and Area Dean of Cardiff.  


